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THE NATURAL METHOD IN READING 

The aim of the Culture Readers is twofold: 

First, to impart to the average child the earliest possible independence in the 
science and art of reading. 

Second, to promote his best development through the literature of the nursery, 
the loves of childhood, and his daily contact with environment. 

The Natural Method in Reading begins with that best-loved process of the 
nursery, the memorizing of Mother Goose classics. From entire dependence on mem- 
orization the child is led to independent reading through knowledge of word structure. 
His progress is unconscious, and results from the daily scientific study of words and 
their parts, and not from any effort to memorize a vocabulary of "sight words." 

The strength of the process arises from the fearless employment of and reliance 
upon the law of ApperceptioUj which law was quite ignored in the old vocabulary- 
building practice. The children learn the science of words rather than any particular 
list. The method of study is to resolve familiar words into their initial and stem 
phonograms through a carefully graded course, and then immediately to apply the. 
discovered phonograms in the building of new words. The children learn thus how to 
attack unfamiliar words by taking them apart and putting them together again. A 
Manual of the Natural Method in Reading, made to accompany the Culture 
Readers, sets forth the process in detail. 

The delight of the children, whether American or foreign, in learning and drama- 
tizing the pithy productions of Mother Goose provides ample opportunity and pretext 
for the make-believe reading that forms the natural first step. 

The prose lessons are made not to build vocabulary, but to build character, 
through their themes and the interests and sympathies they awaken. Each lesson 
is complete in itself, follows an unhampered logical sequence in treatment of its theme, 
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suggests more than it tellg, and presents a series of sentence models which afford 
valuable language practice. These lessons should be dramatized according to the 
inspiration of the individual teacher or class, and always the thought rather than the 
vocabulary should be memorized. 

The lesson themes are selected to fill the circle of culture subjects, and in an 
organic way. Ethics, art, and nature study are the main culture lines, varied with 
play interests and standard literature. The incidental correlations of art with ethics, 
art with nature study, ethics with nature study, etc., are strong and constant. Deeper 
still — ^and as experience proves, effective — ^is that larger grouping of themes by which 
the great principle of Mother Love is impressed in Book One, Industry in Book Two, 
and Friendship and Cooperation in Book Three. 

An ample schoolroom experience has proved that children taught by the Nat- 
ural Method develop a general student power which enables them to outstrip children 
taught by mechanical methods, not in reading only but in other subjects as well. 

This success is earned chiefly by the first-term teacher, who must 

First, believe in what she is doing and maintain an adequate patience with the 
play reading while it is gradually giving place to the independence which the Word 
Studies impart; and 

Second, prosecute the work with the same vigor which all good first-term work 
requires, insisting on the active response of the more sluggish pupils to the training 
prescribed for all. 
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Rock-a-by, baby, 
On the tree top! 

When the wind blows, 
The cradle will rock. 

Note. To be memorized. See Manual, page 21. 
7 



THE CULTURE READERS. 




When the bough breaks, 
The cradle will fall, 

And down will come baby, 
Cradle and all. 
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Old Mother Hubbard, 
She went to the cupboard, 

To get her poor dog a bone. 
When she got there, 
The cupboard was bare. 

And so the poor dog had none. 
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See -saw, see -saw ! 
Now we're up and down. 

See-saw, see-saw! 
Now we're off to London town. 
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See-saw, see-saw! 
Boys and girls, come out and play! 

See-saw, see-saw! 
What fun we're having to-day! 
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One, two, three, 
four, five — 

See me jump and 
dive. 
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Here I am aeain 
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Hickory, dickory, 

dock! 
The mouse ran up 

the clock. 
The clock struck 

one, 
The mouse ran 
down. 
H Ickory, 
Dickory, 
Dock! 
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Jack and Jill 

Went up the hill, 
To get a pail of water. 

Jack fell down 

And broke his crown, 
And Jill came tumbling after. 
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Come Along I 



Von Bremen. 



Little Tommy Toddle- toes, 
No matter where he goes, 
Never falls upon his nose — 
Oh, no, no! 
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One, two, 

Button my shoe. 





Three, four, 

Lock the door. 



Five, six. 

Pick up sticks. 





Seven, eight. 
Sit up straight. 



Nine, ten, 
Come again ! 
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Simple Simon 
Met a pieman, 
Going to the fair. 
Said Simple Simon 
To the pieman, 
" Let me taste your 
ware ! 



I" 





Said the pieman 
To Simple Simon, 
"Let me see your 
penny." 
Said Simple Simon 
To the pieman, 
"Sir, I haven't any!" 
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What does little birdie say, 
In her nest, at peep of day? 
"Let me fly!" 
Says Httle birdie, 
"Mother, let me fly away!" 




" Birdie, rest a little longer, 
Till the little wings are stronger. 
So she rests a little longer. 
Then she flies away. 
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What does little baby say, 
In her bed, at peep of day? 
Baby says, 
Like little birdie, 
"Let me rise and fly away!" 

" Baby, sleep a little longer, 
Till the little limbs are stronger. 
If she sleeps a little longer. 

Baby, too, 

Shall fly away." 



WHAT DOES LITTLE BIRDIE SAY? 
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Sheep of Berry. 



Bonheur. 



Ba-a, ba-a, black sheep, 
Have you any wool ? 

"Yes sir, yes sir. 
Three bags full ! 

"One for my master, 
One for my dame, 

And one for the little boy 
That lives in the lane." 
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There was an old woman 

Who lived in a shoe. 
She had so many children, 

She didn't know what to do. 

She gave them some broth 

And a piece of white bread, 
And sang them a song 

And put them to bed. 
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Rock -a- by 

Rock 

by 

See -saw 

See 

saw 

Toddle -toes 

Toddle 

Toes 

an old woman 

an 

old 

woman 





a cradle 



her nest 

her 

nest 

her bed 

her 

bed 

my shoe 

my 

shoe 

his crown 

his 

crown 

his nose 

his 



nose 




a rose 

Note. See Manual, page 25. 



a saw 
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Little red bird, in the tree, 

In the tree, 

In the tree, 
Little red bird, in the tree. 

Sing a song for me. 

Sing about the roses 

On the garden wall. 

Sing about the bird swing. 
In the tree-top, tall. 
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Little red bird, in the tree, 

In the tree, 

In the tree, 
Little red bird, in the tree. 

Sing a song for me. 
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to get 


the wind 


your ware 


to 


wind 


your 


get 


the hill 


ware 


to bed 


hill 


some broth 


to 


the tree 


some 


bed 


tree 


broth 


a pail 


the door 


any wool 


pail 


door 


any 


a piece 


the fair 


wool 


piece 


fair 


will rock 


a song 


The mouse 


will 


song 


mouse 


rock 


a bird 


the clock 


Here I am 


bird 


clock 


Here 


a shoe 


the master 


I 


shoe 


master 


am 



FIRST BOOK. 



25 




have a new book, 
t has two covers, 
t has many leaves, 
t has many pictures, 
t has stories about the pictures. 

like my new book. 

like the pictures. 

like to read the stories. 
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1. I can read in my new book. 

2. I can read the stories. 

3. I can read about little birdie. 

4. I can read about little Tommy 
Toddle -toes. 

5. I can read about Jack and Jill. 

6. I can read the ^ongs we sing. 

7. I like my new book. 

8. I like to read in it. 



FIRST BOOK. 
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Jack, be nimble ! 
Jack, be quick ! 

Jack, jump over 
The candle -stick! 






candle -stick 




candle 




stick 


jump 


Jack 


over 


be 


nimble 


quick 


Note. 


For Word Games, see Manual, 


page 32. 
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A Tempest in a Washbowl. 



Lobrichon. 



1. See our baby! 

2. Is he in the cradle? 

3. How did he get out? 

4. What is he doing? 

5. He is playing with the water. 

6. Shall I let him play? 

7. Play a little longer, baby. 

8. Then you must come to me. 
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1. How do you do, Mrs. Goat? 

2. Is that your baby? 

3. What can your baby do? 

4. I see she can play. 

5. Come with me, baby goat. 

6. Come and play with me. 

7. Do come and play! 

8. What do you say ? 

9. You cannot leave your mother? 
10. Oh, what a baby! 
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Two black birds 
Sat on a hill. 

One was Jack, 

The other was Jill. 





Fly away, Jack! 

Fly away, Jill! 
Come again. Jack! 

Come again, Jill! 
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A Jersey Family. 



Douglass. 



1. Oh, see the pretty calf! 

2. Is she your baby, Mrs. Cow? 

3. Will she play with me? 

4. How do you do, little calf? 

5. Let me come to you! 

6. Do not run away. 

7. Come and play with me! 

8. It is fun to play. 

9. You run to your mother. 
10. What a funny little calf! 
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The Sick Monkey. 



Landseet. 



1. Did you ever see a monkey? 

2. I see three in the picture. 

3. One is a baby monkey. 

4. The baby is ill. 

5. How kind the mother monkey is! 

6. Do you know what she says ? 

7. She says, " Never mind, baby ! 

8. I will take care of you. 

9. Mother loves her baby." 
Poor little baby monkey ! 
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Bright 

might 

Fright 




Poor Dog Bright 
Ran off with all his might, 
Because the cat was after him. 

Poor Dog Bright ! 

Poor Cat Fright 
Ran off with all her might, 
Because the dog was after her. 

Poor Cat Fright! 




Because 

Be 

cause 
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Bright 

monkey 

Did 

picture 

She 

Mother 

she 

know 

Mrs. 

little 

What 

me 

play 

away 

way 
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Fright 




Note. See Manual, page 35. 
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1. This is my baby. 

2. I am rocking her to sleep. 

3. This is my little rocker. 

4 When baby sits up, she can see. 

5. Peep a little, baby. 

6. Now close your eyes. 

7. Sh! my baby, go to sleep. 

8. Then I will lay you in your cradle. 

9. Rock-a-by baby, on the tree-top! 
10. Sleep, pretty baby, sleep. 
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Playing Ball. 



Dvdrak. 



1. We are playing ball. 

2. You take the ball, Rose. 

3. Now throw it to me. 

4. May has a ball, too. 

5. She let it fall. 

6. See her pick it up. 

7. Now, May, throw it to Rose. 

8. Then Rose may throw it to me. 

9. We like to play with two balls. 
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Tiddledy Winks 

And Tiddledy Wee 
Are two little fishes 

That live in the sea. 



They look just alike, 
So every one thinks 

That Tiddledy Wee 
Is Tiddledy Winks. 

From Small Songs for Small Singers, by W. H. Neidlinger. Used by special 
permission of G. Schirmer. 
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1. Is that your baby, Puss ? 

2. Do you love your baby ? 

3. Do you take good care of her? 

4. I think you do. 

5. She is a pretty baby. 

6. What can she do? 

7. Kitty, what can you do? 

8. Will you play ball with me? 

9. Oh, yes! You will play with me. 
You are not like the calf. 
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Hunt the Slipper. 



Douglass. 



1. These are my two babies. 

2. Do you see what they are doing? 

3. They have a shoe to play with. 

4. Is it yours? 

5. What will they do with it? 

6. Shall I take it away? 

7. They will pull it to pieces. 

8. How do you like my babies? 

9. Aren't they dear little things! 
10. I love them dearly. 
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water 
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ever 
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I. This is our 
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baby. 

2. Don't you 


m\ 






think we take 
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good care of her? 
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3. Do you see 
what we are do- 


The Doll 


's Bath. Igler. 


ing? 


4- 


We are giving 


hei 


• a bath. 


5. 


We are Jack ar 


id 


Jill. 


6. 


Jack went for t 


le 


water. 


7- 


I did not go. 


I 


had to mind the 



baby. 
8. 

9- 
dry? 



Now she is in the water. 

How do you think she will ever get 
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fall 



wall 



Humpty Dumpty 
Sat on a wall. 

Humpty Dumpty 
Had a great fall. 




Not all the king's 

horses 
Nor all the king's men 

Can put poor Humpty 

back again. 
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What does the duck say? 
" Quack-quack-quack ! " 



What does the piggy say? 
"Wee- wee -wee!" 





What does the dog say ? 
" Bow-wow- wow ! " 



What does the cat say? 
"Me-ow! me-ow! me-ow!" 



What does the sheep say? 
"Baa-aa-aa!" 





What does the calf say? 



"Maa-aa-aa!" 





What does the goose say ? 



"S 






S--S! 
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What does the turkey say ? 

" Gobble -gobble -gobble ! " 





What does the bee say ? 
*'Z-Z"z!" 



What does the rooster say? 
"Cock-a-doodle-do!" 





What does the birdie say? 
"Tweet, tweet, tweet!" 



What does the hen say? 

" Cluck - cluck - cluck ! " 





What does the chicken say ? 
"Peep! peep! peep!" 



What does the rabbit say? 
Nothing at all. 
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Tug of War. 



Moigan. 



1. The boys are having great fun. 

2. They are playing pull the rope. 

3. There are four big boys. 

4. How many little boys are there? 

5. Do you see any girls .^ 

6. Hold fast, big boys! 

7. Hold fast, little boys! 

8. Will the big boys get the rope? 

9. I think not 

10. There are too many little boys. 
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1. Good morning, Mrs. Hen! 

2. How do you do, this fine morning? 

3. Are these your pretty chicks? 

4. What can they do? 

5. They can pick, pick, pick. 

6. What do they say? 

7. They say "Peep, peep!" 

8. Why do they run ? 

9. Take them under your wing, mother 
hen. 

10. Take good care of them. 
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1. One little, two little, 
Three little Indians; 

2. Four little, five little, - 
Six little Indians; 



3. Seven little, eight little, 
Nine little Indians, 
Ten little Indian men. 
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4. Ten little, nine little, 
Eight little Indians; 

5. Seven little, six little. 
Five little Indians; 



6. Four little, three little. 
Two little Indians, 
One little Indian man. 
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1. I am a little horse. 

2. See me frisk and play! 

3. This is my dear mother. 

4. She takes good care of me. 

5. She calls me her frolicsome baby. 

6. Does your mother love you ? 

7. What does she call you? 

8. Is she kind to you ? 

9. Do you mind what she says ? 
10. Now I will run away. 
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Ring-a-Ring-a-Rounder. 



DySak. 



1. We are playing "Ring-a-ring-a- rounder." 
We all take hold of hands in a ring. 

2. Then we go round and round and 
sing. 

3. Then we all tumble down. 

4. What fun we are having! 

5. We love to frolic in the grass. Don't 



you 



6. Now we will play "Green Gravel.' 

7. Green gravel, green gravel, 

How green the grass grows! 
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1. Once I saw a pretty robin 

Come hop, hop, hop; 
And I said, "Pretty bird. 
Will you stop, stop, stop?" 

2. I went to the door. 

To say, "How do you do?' 
But he shook his little tail. 
And away Robin flew. 
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cannot 




■ 


can 




II 


not 
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1. Birdie, what 
have you there? 

2. Is that your 
nest I 

3. Are your little 
ones in it? 

4. I cannot see 
them. 

5. Is that your mate, birdie? 

6. Why is he flying away ? 

7. Will he bring you something to 

8. What do you think it will be? 

9. I love you, little birds. 
10, I like to look at you. 



Swallows. 



Lauz. 



eat? 
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1. Oh, you dear little mice! 

2. How pretty you are! 

3. Is that nest your home? 

4. And here is Mrs. Mouse! 

5. How are you, mother mouse? 

6. Are these your pretty children ? 

7. You must be proud of them ! 

8. They will be big mice some day. 

9. What do you get for them to eat? 
10. Don't let Puss see them! 
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1. One, two, 

What can you do? 

2. I can eat pie, 
Birdie can fly. 

3. Kitty can play. 
What did you say? 

4. Dolly can sleep; 
Baby can peep. 

5. Where, oh, where? 

Here and there. 

6. You and I 

Cannot fly, 

But we can eat pie ! 



Where 
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1. What is Baby Ben doing now? 

2. He is blowing on the glass. 

3. What is he saying? 

4. He is saying, " H, h, h, h, b!" 

5. What is he doing that for? 

6. To make a cloud. 

7. Will he write in the cloud? 

8. No, the cloud will freeze. 

9. It is very cold. 

10. How will the cloud look after 
freezes ? 



it 
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I had a rooster and my 
rooster loved me. 

I fed him under a hol- 
low tree. 

And the rooster cried, 
"Cock -a- doodle-do!" 



I had a hen and my hen loved me. 
I fed her under a hollow tree. 
And the hen cried, 

" Cluck-cluck-cluck ! " 

And the rooster cried, 

" Cock - a - doodle - do ! " 
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I had a turkey and my turkey loved me. 
I fed him under a hollow tree. 
And the turkey cried, 

" Gobble-gobble-gobble!** 
And the hen cried, 

" Cluck -cluck -cluck ! " 

And the rooster cried, 

" Cock-a-doodle-do!'* 



I had a duck and my duck loved me. 
I fed her under a hollow tree. 



;^ 
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ArA the fi'ic^ cried, 

** f^ .ack - r-:i2uc'ei. - quack ! * 
Aryl the turkev' cried, 

** Gobble-gobble-gobble !" 
And the hen cried, 

**CIuck-cluck-cluck!*' 
And the rooster cried, 

" Cock-a-doodle-do!" 

I had a cat and my cat loved me. 
I fed her under a hollow tree. 
And the cat cried, 

"Me-ow! me-ow! me-ow!" 
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And the duck cried, 

" Quack - quack - quack ! " 
And the turkey cried, 

"Gobble^gobble-gobble!" 
And the hen cried, 

"Cluck -cluck -cluck !** 
And the rooster cried, 

"Cock-a-doodle-do !" 



I had a dog and my dog loved me. 
I fed him under a hollow tree. 
And the dog cried, 
" Bow -wow -wow!" 
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And the cat cried, 

" Me-ow ! me-ow ! me-ow ! " 
And the duck cried, 

" Quack - quack - quack ! '* 
And the turkey cried, 

" Gobble -gobble- gobble ! '* 
And the hen cried, 

" Cluck -cluck -cluck ! ** 
And the rooster cried, 

"Cock -a- doodle -do!" 
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taken 

take 

chair 



air 




1. Oh, what 
a naughty 
kitten ! 

2. She has taken Dolly's cradle. 

3. Poor Dolly is sleeping on the chair. 

4. How did she get up there? 

5. Do you know, little Puss? 

6. Give Dolly her cradle, right away! 

7. There! Now she has it. See how 
well she sleeps. 

8. Now, Kitty, run away and play. 

9. You are a good kitten, after all. 
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1. I will cover up two things, so that 
you cannot see them. 

2. Now what do you see ? Do you see 
the orange ? 

3. No, I see the egg, 

4. What can you see now ? 

5. I see the apple. Now I see the 
orange. Now I cannot see any of them. 

6. What shall you see if I take the 
fan away ? 

7. I shall see an apple, an orange, and 
an Qgg. 
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Comparison 



;an ^^g 

a white ^gg 

an apple 

a red apple 

an orange 

a big orange 

a man 

another man 

a door 

an open door 

a monkey 

an old monkey 

a tree 

an apple tree 

an aster 

a pretty aster 



the egg 

the white ^%% 

the aster 

the pretty aster 

the man 

the other man 

the orange 

the big orange 

the monkey 

the old monkey 

the door 

the open door 

the apple 

the green apple 

the tree 

the apple tree 

Note: See Manual, page Zl» 



Resolving 

about a bout 
away a way 
again a gain 

Recombining 

a piece apiece 

a loud aloud 

a long along 

a round around 

a head ahead 

a like alike 

a rose arose 

a sleep asleep 

a bed abed 

a new anew 

a do ado 
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1. Hullo! 

2. Is that Jack? 

3. I'm Jill. 

4. I want you to come over here. 

5. At Mother Hubbard's. 

6. Yes. Why not? 

7. What are you doing? 

8. Mother Hubbard wants you. 

9. To get a pail of water. 
10. Thank you. Good -by! 
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1. Hullo! 

2. Yes. Who are you ? 

3. I 'm glad to hear from you. 

4. Where are you ? 

5. Must I come right away ? 

6. I 'm very busy. 

7. I'm making a kite. 

8. What does she want me for? 

9. Very well ; I '11 come. 
10. Good-by! 
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A RIDDLE. 

1. I have a little sister. 

They call her "Pretty Peep.' 

2. She wades in the water, 

Deep, deep, deep. 

3. She climbs up the hillsides. 

High, high, high. 

4. My poor little sister 

Has but one eye. 
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1. Well, well, well ! I *ve found Baby 
Ben at last. 

2. Don't scream — that will frighten him. 

3. There he is, asleep and dreaming. 

4. Jack likes to have him there — don't 
you, Jack? 

5. Good dog! Good Jack! 

6. Call Jack away. He will not let 
me wake the baby. 

7. Go and play with Puss, Jack. There 
she is, on the wall. 
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1. There, there, Pussy! Don't be 
frightened any more. 

2. It is all right now. The bad dog 
is not here. He cannot get you. 

3. You shall stay here with me. Curl 
up and go to sleep, Pussy. 

4. There, now, you shall have a nice 
little nap in my lap. 

5. When you wake up, you shall have 
something to eat. 

6. Fred is scolding that bad, bad Jack. 
He will not run after you any more. 
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1. Come out of 
your house, Jack! 
Come out, I say! 

2. You have 
been a bad dog. 
You frightened 
poor Puss. 

3. Don't you love Puss ? Then how 
can she love you? 

4. Did Puss do anything to you ? You 
know very well she did not. 

5. And yet you ran after her. What a 
bad dog you are! 

6. I told you to play with Puss, not 
to frighten her. 

7. Will you be kind to her after this? 

8. If you are not, I don't know what 
I shall have to do to you. 
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1. Pussy-cat, Pussy-cat, 

Where have you been? 

2. I Ve been to London, 

To see the queen. 

3. Pussy-cat, Pussy-cat, 

What did you there? 

4. I frightened a little mouse, 

Under the chair. 
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5. Puss frightened the poor little mouse. 
She did not know any better. 

6. Jack frightened poor Pussy. He did 
not know any better. 



frightened cat 


know 


frighten at 


knows 


fright 




right Pussy 


grows 


Puss 
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grow 


better any 


litde 


bet many 
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It 


chair Where 


He 


air there 


She 


fair 


she 


Who knows 




How the corn grows ? 
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1. What is the man doing, Papa? 

2. He is chopping down the tree. See 
what a big ax he has. 

3. What will he do with the tree ? 

4. He will saw it up and then chop 
it into fire wood. 

5. Won't a little tree do ? I don't like 
to see him chop down the big tree. It 
makes a pleasant shade. 

6. It is too bad, my boy. But the 
tree belongs to the man. 
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1. A little brown acorn grew on a great 
oak tree. 

2. When the fall winds blew, it fell to 
the ground. The wind blew a leaf over 
it to hide it. 

3. The snow fell on the leaf, and the 
little brown acorn went to sleep. 

4. In the spring, it awoke. It put 
down a little root. It put up a little stem. 

5. It grew and grew. It became a little 
tree. It became a great tree. 

6. Great oaks from little acorns grow. 
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7. The oxen must be very strong to 
pull a big tree like that 

8. Yes, they are very strong, and willing 
too. 



oxen 
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pull 
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Little Miss Limberkin, 
Dreadful to say, 

Found a mouse in the 
cupboard, 
Sleeping away. 

Little Miss Limberkin 

Gave such a scream. 
She frightened poor 
Mousie 
Right out of her 
dream. 
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Limberkin 


sleeping 


cup 


limber 


sleep 


up 
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way 
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1. Who are you, Mr. Boy? 

2. Don't take my babies! 

3. They are my pretty, pretty babies. 
They are not yours. 

4. Leave them in the nest. I love 
them dearly. 

4. They cannot fly. I have to take 
care of them. I bring them all their 
food. 

6. Can they live with you? You know 
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very well they cannot. You could not 
take care of them as I do. 

7. They are too little to leave their 
home. They must have their mother. 

8. Don't take them away! 

9. Oh, what should I do without my 
pretty babies? 



They 
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yours 


they 
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your 
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1. We've come to see 

Miss Jinnie Ann Jones, 
Miss Jinnie Ann Jones, 
Miss Jinnie Ann Jones; 

We've come to see 

Miss Jinnie Ann Jones; 

And how is she to-day? 

2. She's well. 

3. We're very glad to hear it, 

To hear it, 

To hear it ; 
We're very glad to hear it; 
And how is she to-day? 

4. She 's sick. 
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5. We're very sorry to hear it, 

To hear it, 

To hear it ; 
We're very sorry to hear it; 
And how is she to-day? 

6. She 's worse. 

7. We're very sorry to hear it. 

To hear it. 

To hear it; 
We're very sorry to hear it; 
And how is she to-day? 

8. She's better. 

9. We're very glad to hear it. 

To hear it, 
To hear it; 
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We're veiy glad to hear It; 
And how is she to-day? 

10. She's well. 

11. We're very glad to hear it, 

To hear it, 

To hear it ; 
We 're very glad to hear It ; 
And how is she to-day? 

12. She's out. 

13. We're very sorry to hear It, 

To hear it, 

To hear it; 
We're very sorry to hear it; 
And now we'll go away. 
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Grandpa's Suffering. 



Jaoobides. 



There was a little girl, 
And she had a little curl 
Right in the middle of her forehead. 



When she was good, 
She was very, very good. 
But when she was bad she was horrid. 
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1. I have come to see 
Mrs. Spider. Does she 
live here? 

2. No, this web is not 
her home. But she is here 
now. Will you come in? 

Oh, Mrs. Spider! How do you 
I am glad to find you here. What 
a fine web you have! 

4. Yes, every one says so. It is my 
fly trap. I spun it myself, every thread 
of it. 

5. Indeed! You are quite a spinner. 
Can your children spin? I do not see 
them with you. 



3 
do? 



FIRST BOOK. 



83 



6. No, I do not take care of my 
children. I have too many. Have you 
seen Mrs. Fly lately? 

7. No. Hasn't she been to see you 
yet? 

8. Not yet But she will come buzz- 
ing along pretty soon. I shall be glad to 
have her come. 
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1. Cluck, cluck, cluck! What bad chil- 
dren you are! You have given me such 
a fright ! 

2. You must , keep away from the water. 

3. Do you think I want to see you all 
drowned ? 

4; What is the matter, Mrs. Hen? 
Your babies are all right. 

5. They have web feet. They can 
swim. Don't you see ? 

6. They are ducklings. You sat on 
Mrs. Duck's eggs. Bessie put them under 
you for fun. 
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7. It was mean of her to give you the 
wrong eggs. 

8. Now Bessie must teach you how to 
take care of your duckHngs. 

9. You must never be frightened when 
they go out to swim. 
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1. If all the seas 

were one great sea, 
What a great sea that would be! 

2. If all the trees 

were one great tree, 
Whait a great tree that would be! 

3. If all the frogs 

were one great . frog, 
And all the logs 

were one great log, 
And all the dogs 

were one great dog, 
Where would my Jippie be? 



Rain, rain, go away! 
Come again another day. 
Little Johnny wants to play. 
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hands hand and an 

1. We have a clock face. 
It has two hands. One is 
long and the other is short. 

2. We make the hands 
go round. We put the short hand at 

four and the long hand at 
twelve. Then we say it is 
four o'clock. 





3. We put the short hand 

at nine. We leave the lotig 

hand at twelve. Then we say it is nine 
o'clock. 

4. When both hands are 
at twelve, it is twelve o'clock. 
Our teacher is teaching us to 
tell time. 
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country 
able 
true 
blue 




1. Three cheers for the 
red, white, and blue! 

2. Our flag stands for 
our country. So do we. 

3. We all love our country. We all 
love our flag. 

4. Every country has a flag of its own. 
Ours is red, white, and blue. 

5. The red is to show that we mean 
to be brave. The white shows that we 
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mean to be good. The blue shows that we 
mean to be true. 

6. Let us all help one another to be 
brave and good and true. Then we shall 
be able to take the best of care of our 
dear country. 

7. Three cheers for the red, white, and 
blue! 
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would 



should 



could 



1. Little Robin Redbreast 

Sat in a tree. 
Up went Pussy-cat, 
Down went he. 

2. Down went Pussy-cat, 

Away Robin ran. 
Said little Robin Red- 
breast, 
"Catch me if you 
can! 

3. Would you hurt poor 

Robin, Pussy ? 

4. You should not do 

that. 

5. I am glad you could 

not catch him. 
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I wouldn't if I couldn't. 
If I could n't, how could I ? 
You would n't if you could n't ; 
Now, would 



you.'' 
I could n't, 
Could you ? 
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The rose is red, 
The violet's blue. 

Sugar is sweet. 
And so are you! 
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clever 



lively ^^ 



1. Well, well, 
children, where is 
your mother? 

2. What live- 
ly children. See 
them hop! Where 
do you live, little 
frogs ? 



Here, there, and everywhere. 

Can you live in the water? 

Yes, indeed ! We like the water. 

lived there before we lived on 



3. 

4- 

5- 
We 

land. 

6. But isn't your mother afraid you 
will be drowned? 

7. Not at all! She does not take 
care of us. We can swim as well as she 
can. Don't you see our web feet? 
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8. Oh, I beg your pardon! I see 
you are very clever children. And what 
do you have to eat? 

9. Oh, flies and such things. 

10. Well, I am glad I am not a fly; 
Good day, little frogs! I will come to 
see you again some day. 
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1. These are not my children. They 
are myself ! 

2. Once I was an egg. The egg broke, 
and I came out of it. 

3. Then I was a tadpole. I had a 
long tail but no legs. 

4. I lived in the water. 

5. My tail disappeared and my legs 
came out. I became a frog. 

6. After that, I could come out of 
the water and jump about on the land. 

7. See what strong legs I have, for 
jumping! See what fine web feet I have, 
for swimming.' 
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8. If anything comes after me in the 
water, I can jump out upon the land. 

9. If anything comes after me on land, 
I can jump into the water. 

lo. That's what it is to be a frog! 



A pert little frog 
Sat under a log, 

And dared not come out 
For fear of the dog. 

The dog said, " Bow-wow ! 
Oh, do come out, now!" 

"I won't!" said the frog, 
"So don't make a row!" 

disappeared appeared appear 
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They Then 



began be 




I. Two little kittens, 

They lost their mittens, 

And they began to cry, 

" Oh, Mamma, dear. 
See here, see here! 

Our mittens we have lost!" 



2. "You've lost your mittens, 
You naughty kittens ? 
Then you shall have no pie!" 

"Me-ow, me-ow, me-ow, me-ow! 
Me-ow, me-ow, me-ow, nie-ow!" 



FIRST BOOK 



97 



3. Two little kittens, 

They found their mittens 
And they began to cry, 

"Oh, Mamma, dear. 

See here, see here! 
Our mittens we have found!" 

4. "You've found your mittens. 
You good little kittens? 

Then you shall have some pie!" 
"Prrr, prrr, prrr, prrr! 
Prrr, prrr, prrr, prrr!" 



"TWO LITTLE KITTENS ' 
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The Lion at Home. 



Bonheur. 



1. Are you frightened? 

2. No, indeed! Why should I be afraid 
of a picture? 

3. You know, lions are not kind to 
children! 

4. Not to children like me. They are 
kind to their own little ones. 

5. Yes, the lion mother loves her babies. 
And these are quite pretty babies. What 
do they make you think of? 
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6. They look a little like kittens. 

7. That is just what they are. The 
lion is only a big cat. But we call the 
little ones cubs. 

8. Do you hear that, Mr. Lion? You 
are only a big cat. 

9. If I had one of your cubs, I would 
tame it for a pet. 
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1. Whose boy are you, Tommy? 

2. I am your boy, Papa. I love you 
dearly. 

3. Don't you love me. Papa? Am I 
not your boy? 

4. Yes, Tommy. But what will Mamma 
do for a boy, if you belong to me ? 

5. Oh, I can be her boy sometimes, you 
know. 

6. When will you be Mamma's boy? 
When sweet -meats are about? 

7. Yes, Papa, and at bed time. 

8. And when will you be my boy? 
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When I am going out, and want to take 
you with me? 

9. Yes, Papa. And when you take me 
pig- a -back down stairs. 

la Ha-ha! I shall have the best of 
you, I am thinking. You are Mamma's 
boy for all the work, and my boy for all 
the play. 
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I. Whose girl are 
you, Queenie ? 
f 2. I am your girl. 
I am Papa's girl, 
too. Papa loves me 
dearly. So do you. 

3. Yes, you must 
be Papa's girl, too. 
Papa works hard all 
day to keep a home for you and Mamma. 

4. I am so glad you both love me. 
Mamma! What should I do without you 
and Papa ? 

5. I do not know, dear. 

6. I want to be good. Mamma, so that 
you will be glad to have me. 

7. I know I am good sometimes, but I 
want to be good all the time. 
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8. Am I not a good girl to-day, Mamma ? 
Am I not your girl? 

9. Oh, yes! When you are good, you 
are very, very good. Then you are my girl. 
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around round candy 



can 




1. Such a time as we have had! 

2. We lost our little Queenie. She let 
go Mamma's hand, and toddled off around 
the corner. 

3. Who, do you think, found her? 
Why, a big policeman. 

4. She was crying, but he soon stopped 
that. He gave her a big orange and some 
candy. 
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5. She stopped crying to eat the candy. 
Then he took her by the hand and led 
her home. 

6. What do you think Mamma did 
then? Why, she took Queenie in her 
lap, and had a good cry. 

7. Wasn't that a queer way to show 
how glad she was? I never saw Mamma 
cry before. 

NURSERY SONG.* 

As I walked over the field, one day, 

I listened, and heard a mother sheep say, 

" In all the green world, there is nothing so sweet 

As my little lamb, with his nimble feet. 

With his eyes so bright, 

And his wool so white — 
Oh, he is my darling, my heart's delight 1 " 
And the mother sheep and the little one. 
Side by side, lay down in the sun. 
And there they sleep on the hillside warm. 
While my little lambie lies here on my arm. 

* To be read to the children. The poem should be studied before rendition, so that 
it can be read effectively. 
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I went to the kitchen, and what did I see 

But the old gray cat, with her kittens three ? 

I heard her whispering soft. Said she, 

" My kittens, with tails so cunningly curled. 

Are the prettiest things that can be in the world ! 

The old ewe, she 

And the bird in the tree 

May love their babies exceedingly. 

But I love mine there. 

In the rocking chair. 
I love my kittens with all my might. 
I love them at morning, noon, and night. 
Now I *11 take my kitties, the kitties I love. 
And we '11 lie down together, beneath the stove." 
Let the kittens sleep under the stove so warm. 
While my little kitten lies here on my arm. 

I went to the yard, and saw the old hen 

Go clucking about, with her chickens ten. 

She clucked, and she scratched, and she bustled away; 

And what do you think I heard her say? 

Why, this : " The bright sun never did shine 

On anything like to these chickens of mine ! 

You may hunt the full moon, and the stars, if you please, 

But you never will find such ten chickens as these. 

My dear, downy darlings, my sweet little things, 

Come> nestle in cosily, under my wings ! " 

So the hen said. 

And the chickens all sped. 
As fast as they could to their snug feather bed. 
And there let. them sleep, in their shelter so warm, 
While my little chicken lies here on my arm. 

Adapted from Mrs. Carter. 



ADDITIONAL READING EXERCISES.^ 

A, B, C, 

Tumble down D, 
The cat's in the cupboard, 
And can't see me. 
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^ Children who have completed the previous course are amply prepared for the 
work of the second half-year. The following pages may be read at the close of the 
first term or as supplementary exercises during the second term, or they may be read 
to the children at any time. 
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1. Come, Naughty! Sit up 
and sing your A B Cs for me. 

2. That is right. You are 
a fine singer. You know your 
alphabet very well. 

3. Now go and sing it to 
Puss. Don't frighten her. 
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1. Can you write your ABCs? I can write 
them all. 

2. The Cjy has a tail. It is like a tadpole. The 
Cb has no tail. It is like a frog. 

3.. Come and sit with me, Queenie. I will show 
you how to make the alphabet. Then we will 
sing it. 

4. Naughty is a funny little dog. I tried to teach 
him the Alphabet Song, and he just howled. 

5. Do it now, Naughty. Sit on this chair. Now 
sing your prettiest. 

6. What did you say? " I won't!" Is that what 
you said? 

7. Yes, I did. I said ^^ I won't ! " I don't like 
to sing that song. Bow-wow- wow! 

8. Well, I will not make you sing it. But you 
must not say " I won't ! " to your master. 

9. Be a good dog, or I shall have to put Jack's 
muzzle on you. 
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RAINBOW COLORS. 

I. Well, well, well! Here we have 
all the rainbow colors. 

2. Red, orange, 
yellow, green,* blue, 
and violet — all are here. 

3. Which bird is red ? 

4. Why, the redbird, of 
course ! 

5. And which is orange ^ 
6. I cannot tell his name 
Let us ask the teacher. 



7. Ah, little yellow bird I 
I know your name well 
enough. 

8. And here 
is Polly, in her bright, green 

coat! 
^-% 9. The bluebird is blue- 
B^^^^ But — ah, now I 
^^^PP5J^ have you ! Where can you find violet ? 





-^T.- 
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1. Jippie and Jimmie 
Were two little dogs. 

They went to sail 
On some floating logs. 

2. The logs rolled over, 
The dogs rolled in, 

And they got very wet, ^%^^^K^P^ "^ 
For their coats were thin. 





3. Jippie and Jimmie 
Crept out again. 

They said the river 
Was full of rain. 

4. They said the water 
Was far from dry. 

Ki-yi ! ki-yi ! 
Ki-yi ! ki-yi ! 
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J AxjUM^ A<rmjL o<jxrdL ruuuhb pyv 
u<nju. J a/m o<n/rha to -&<, pJiomotxxL 

OuA. claAJ) AyCLd pyTuAAjuL tAjb 
JifuJi IScrcrA i/n AzxJbdJ/rui. ZUjl A/rucrUr 
OL qAjLXjit TruxnriM. urxybcLd, a/TbcL oo/rv 

'U/Ajutc um^ iirnxL CL TULW^ uuxfudL, 
UM. {oxrh. to AJUb il UM, Arnxrur all Uj^ 

pyQAZd. J-i UM. do. ULh^ Oa/TL tM LLtAxzX 
tAjb LUXAjcL id. 

JA^ JvrroalljLtiZ pxVitb oAJb thjL 
ijiXLiMJi. jAjlAjl, oJUy nnxrt Jio TrhamM. 
of thjuYTL CLd U<rLb LuxrubtcL thlmA.— 
onL^ tuHLmJj^- aIol. H/Ajiyrv tAjin oJul 
all pAJbt tot^JiJAjUL. UM. oaM tAjbm tAjb 
QIpAaJ^. 
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Ujjb Ju/rva tfu/yrb to cl tu/nny, o/n/£ cxxM 
U^ tAjb(lZj:iAMjHZSoTU2. Thcrur UM^ cUvb 
■iz/2Ayriirnn.to AoM. oJltAjbixJUJULt), LoAt 
cl6 tAjLu AAxruLocL cxyrrubj u/itAxniZ tfui, 
tAjurub. 

J ca/n. AjuaxL a, a<ro-cL djuxl i/n. 
tAjb pAJiXtu jJjyvu 6-Qxrftu<rub Ajunt rruu 
/out truLfuij oAjiyA/OTru^ u/xyvcL pxVoCd tA/xZ 
u cLor(Z -wrhcnAj^ ujit.Ao J c^tyn/nxytrnxiAsL 
oijl, cM tAjb uLTxyhcLb. 

J Jujupypxy^JL 3 aA^lM in/an/rL tkjb 
JuLhZ UYL TAjl tuuxZ olaAb. 

y<nUh -tcnHnaxi tujucjl, 
puryriAjb., 
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1. Poor little Jip- 
pie I Some one has 
put Jack's muzzle 
on you. What a 
mean trick I 

2. Jack is a big 
dog. He has to 
have a muzzle, but 

For the Safety of the Public. CaldweU. X^^ ^^ ^^^* 

3. You are only a little puppy. You bite only in 
play. 

4. You don't know what to do with the muzzle. 
You think you cannot stir with it on. There you 
sit, as still as a mouse. 

5. I will take it off. There, Jippie ! Now you 
can run about and play again. 

6. Take the muzzle and give it to Jack. Take 
it in your mouth, so, like a good little doggie. 

7. Tell Jack it is too big for you. 
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TWO WISE CROWS. 

!• There was a crow 
Upon a tree, 
And close by was another. 

2. " Caw I " said the crow 
Upon the tree; 

" Caw, caw, caw ! " said the other. 

3. The first black crow 
Upon the tree 

Spoke softly to the other. 

4. Said he, "There's some one 
Watching me. 

Let's fly away, my brother." 

5. They flapped their wings 

And flew away, 

And I came home to mother. 

Selected. 
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1. See the farmer in the field, 

In the field, 
In the field, 
See the farmer in the field, 
So early in the morning. 

2. This is the way he plows the ground, 

Plows the ground. 
Plows the ground, 
This is the way he plows the ground, 
So early in the morning. 
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3. This is the way he sows the wheat, 

Sows the wheat, 
Sows the wheat. 
This is the way he sows the wheat, 
So early in the morning. 

4. This is the way the rain comes down, 

Rain comes down. 
Rain comes down. 
This is the way the rain comes down. 
So early in the morning. 

5. This is the way the wheat comes up. 

Wheat comes up, 
Wheat comes up. 
This is the way the wheat comes up. 
So early in the morning. 
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6. See the farmer cut the wheat, 

Cut the wheat, 

Cut the wheat, 

See the farmer cut the wheat, 

So early in the morning. 

* 

•7. This is the way he ties it up. 

Ties it up,^ 

Ties it up. 

This is the way he ties it up. 

So early in the morning. 

8. See him toss it into the barn. 
Into the barn. 
Into the barn. 
See him toss it into the barn, 
So early in the morning. 
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THE OLD WOMAN AND HER SHEEP. 

1. Once there was an old woman. 

2. She had some sheep. 

3. She had no one to look after the sheep. 

4. She met a bear. 

5. "Bear, bear!" said the old woman, "will you 
look after my sheep?" 

6. "Oh yes, I will look after your sheep," said 
the bear. 

7. " Bear, bear," said the old woman, " how will 
you call my sheep?" 

8. " Gr-r-r I " said the bear. 

9. " Bear, bear," said the old woman, " my sheep 
would run away if you said that to them." 

10. Then she met a wolf. 

II.. "Wolf, wolf," said the old woman, "will you 
look after my sheep?" 
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12. "Oh yes, I will look after your sheep/' said 
the wolf. 

13. "Wolf, wolf," said the old woman, "how will 
you call my sheep?" 

14. "Wow- wow I" said the wolf. 

15. "Wolf, wolf,'' said the old woman, "my sheep 
would run away if you said that to them." 

16. Then she met a fox. 

17. "Fox, fox," said the old woman, "will you 
look after my sheep?" 

18. "Oh yes, I will look after your sheep," said 
the fox. 

19. "Fox, fox," said the old woman, "how will 
you call my sheep?" 

20. " Oo-oo," said the fox ; and he said it very 
sweetly. 

21. So the old woman took the fox home. 

22. The fox looked after the sheep. 

23. The old woman went to bed. 
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24. In the morning one of the sheep was gone. 

25. "Fox, fox/' said the old woman, "what have 
you done with my sheep.?'* 

26. "The wolf ate it,'' said the fox. 

27. The next morning another sheep was gone. 

28. " Fox, fox," said the old woman, " what have 
you done with my sheep?" 

29. "The bear ate it," said the fox. 

30. " Fox, fox," said the old woman, " you may 
go away home. I will look after my sheep 
myself." 

All right I 

Good night! 

Sleep tight! 

Wake up bright 

In the morning light. 

To do the right 

With all your might 
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THE PANCAKE THAT DID NOT WANT 
TO BE EATEN. 

1. Once there were three hung^ little boys. 

2. There was only one pancake. 

3. " I want the pancake," said the first little 
boy. 

4. " I want the pancake," said the second little 
boy. 

5. " I want the pancake," said the third little 
boy. 

6. The cook said, "The one that can stand on 
his head the longest shall have the pancake." 

7. The cook wasn't looking. 

8. The three little boys were standing on their 
heads. 

9. The pancake slipped from the plate to the 
floor and rolled out of the door. 

10. It came to the pig pen. 
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11. There were three hungry little pigs. 

12. "I want the pancake/' said the first little pig. 

13. "I want the pancake," said the second little 

pig- 

14. " I want the pancake," said the third little 

pig- 

15. The mother pig said, "The one that can wait 

the longest shall have the pancake." 

16. While they were waiting, the pancake rolled 
away down to the rabbit house. 

17. "We do not eat pancakes," said the rabbits. 

18. "Then I will stay here with you," said the 
pancake; and it lay down in a corner and fell fast 
asleep. 

19. Soon a mouse came sniffing about. Then 
another mouse came. Then more mice came. 

20. The mice said, "Let us form a ring around 
the pancake. Then it can not roll away." 

21. So they formed a ring around the pancake. 
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22. Then one mouse took a nibble. The pancake 
did not wake up. 

23. Then another mouse took a nibble. The 
pancake did not wake up. 

24. Then they all nibbled and nibbled till they 
met in the middle and the pancake was all gone. 

25. So the pancake was eaten, after all. 

THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT. 

This is the house 
that Jack built. 

This is the malt 

that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 

This is the rat 

that ate the malt 
that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 
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This is the cat 

that caught the rat 
that ate the malt 
that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 

This is the dog 

that worried the cat 
that caught the rat 
that ate the malt 
that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 

This is the cow with the crumpled horn 
that tossed the dog 
that worried the cat 
that caught the rat 
that ate the malt 
that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 
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This is the maiden, all forlorn, 

that milked the cow with the crumpled horn 

that tossed the dog 

that worried the cat 

that caught the rat 

that ate the malt 

that lay in the house 

that Jack built. 



This is the man, all tattered and torn, 
that kissed the maiden, all forlorn, 
that milked the cow with the crumpled horn 
that tossed the dog 
that worried the cat 
that caught the rat 
that ate the malt 
that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 
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This is the priest, all shaven and shorn, 

that married the man, all tattered and torn, 

that kissed the maiden, all forlorn, 

that milked the cow with the crumpled horn 

that tossed the dog 

that worried the cat 

that caught the rat 

that ate the malt 

that lay in the house 

that Jack built. 

This is the cock that crowed in the morn. 

That waked the priest, all shaven and shorn, 

that married the man, all tattered and torn, 

that kissed the maiden, all forlorn, 

that milked the cow with the crumpled horn 

that tossed the dog 

that worried the cat 

that caught the rat 
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that ate the malt 
that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 

This is the farmer, sowing his corn, 

that kept the cock that crowed in the morn, 

that waked the priest, all shaven and shorn, 

that married the man, all tattered and torn, 

that kissed the maiden, all forlorn, 

that milked the cow with the crumpled horn 

that tossed the dog 

that worried the cat 

that caught the rat 

that ate the malt 

that lay in the house 

that Jack built. 



